ESOL English II—World Literature
Mrs. Newman  Fall 2011
wyoma.newman@gcssk12.net
Course Description:

Focusing on a study of world literature, students will develop an understanding of chronological context and the relevance of period structures in literature within cultures around the world. Students will develop an understanding of the ways the place of origin of a work of literature affects its structure and how the chronology of the work of literature affects its meaning.  Students will develop an understanding of literature as both a product of its cultures and as a culture-bearer and recognizes the commonalities and differences among works of literature from different time periods and places in the world.  All modes or genres of writing are practiced at each grade level; however in order to achieve mastery, each grade level has a particular focus. Persuasive writing is one focus for English II, and by the end of the course, students should be competent in writing a persuasive essay with sufficient evidence provided to support the thesis of the essay. Because conventions are essential for reading, writing, and speaking, instruction in English language conventions will continue to occur within the context of reading, writing, and speaking, rather than in isolation.  Students will also demonstrate an understanding of listening, speaking, and viewing skills for a variety of purposes in English. Students will observe and listen critically and will respond appropriately to English in written and oral communication in a variety of genres and media. 

Standards: 

WIDA English Language Proficiency standards are based on the domains of listening, speaking, reading and writing. Specifics standards will be posted on weekly lesson plans and on teacher website. 

Textbooks: Reading selections will be taken from these and other sources—not necessarily in this order.

African-American Literature: Voices in a Tradition. Austin, Texas: Holt Rinehart, and Winston, 1998.

Beers, Kylene, and Odell, Lee. Elements of Literature: Fourth Course. Austin, Texas: Holt, Rinehart, and Winston, 2005

A Book of Plays. Austin, Texas: Holt, Rinehart and Winston.

Tatum, Charles, eds. Mexican American Literature. Orlando: Harcourt, Brace, and Jovanovich, 1990.

World Literature. Austin, Texas: Holt, Rinehart, and Winston, 2001.

World Myths and Folktales. Austin, Texas: Holt, Rinehart, and Winston.

A selection of novels, plays, and poems not included in the texts above will also be included in the course.

UNITS:  

I. Unit One: The short story. Using our Holt readers and other texts, you will read a series of short stories. From these, you will review literary terms and analyze each author’s use of such techniques as plot, conflict, theme, irony and paradox. You will also practice writing skills through the use of journals and essay topics related to the stories. MAJOR ESSAY: COMPARISON/CONTRAST. 

II.  Unit Two: The Novel:  (Projects included with each novel)

A. Night  Elie Weisel (Holocaust literature included in this unit also)

B. House on Mango Street (Sandra Cisneros)

C. Soldier’s Heart (Gary Paulsen)

D. Where the Red Fern Grows 

E. Seedfolks (Paul Fleischman)  

F. Independent Reading Selection

III. Unit Three:  Drama

A. Sorry, Wrong Number (Fletcher)

B. Our Town (Wilder)

C. Others may be included

IV. Unit Four: Poetry

We will read a variety of poems from around the world. These will include haikus, lyrics, and ballads among other types. This unit include a major poetry project.

Each week, we will be also reading nonfiction and evaluating media and looking at the persuasive effects of media on our lives. Newspapers, magazines, and other types of media will be used in the classroom for this purpose. 

Supplies Needed:

Notebook with a binder divided into sections. 

Keep your work organized by the units we are covering in class.

Bring pens and pencils for use each day.

Classroom Expectations:

1. Be on time to class each day. Please review school tardy and absence policies. Remember—on 4th tardy-LUNCH detention and for every tardy after that.

2. Be present each day. MAKE SURE YOU ARE IN YOUR ASSIGNED SEAT. 

3. Be honest, respect others’ feelings, and property.

4. Have your notebook, textbook and writing supplies each day. I cannot provide supplies for you. 

5. Take responsibility for your own work and complete all assignments.
6. Follow all school and classroom policies.

7. We are using another teacher’s classroom. Do not take or move anything in the classroom unless I indicate it is okay for us to use!

8. NO CELL PHONES OUT IN THE CLASSROOM OR IN USE. PHONES WILL BE TAKEN UP, TURNED INTO AN ADMINISTRATOR, AND PARENT OR GUARDIAN WILL HAVE TO PICK IT UP AFTER SCHOOL.

9. ID BADGES MUST BE WORN AROUND YOUR NECK AT ALL TIMES DURING THE SCHOOL DAY. YOU MUST GO TO 2ND FLOOR OFFICE TO GET A NEW ONE IF YOU COME TO CLASS WITHOUT BADGE. 

10. NO HATS WORN IN THE BUILDING. These will also be taken up and turned in to office. 

11. No food or drink in classroom except bottled water. 

12. No sleeping or head on the desk. 

13. ONLY 3 bathroom passes given each nine weeks. Plan your restroom trips wisely. 

Grading System:

Following the Gainesville City Schools’ policy, major grades (tests, essays, projects) will count for 45% of a semester grade. Daily grades (such as journal writings, quizzes, etc.) will account for 35% of the semester grade. The final exam will count 20 of the semester average.

Plagiarism:

Plagiarism is the exact use of words, whole passages, whole papers or any ideas that are not originally your own without giving credit to the original source. This is a form of cheating and will result in a zero on the assignment. No copying please! There is no make up or re-write for any assignment that is plagiarized. 

Make-up Work Policy:

Time-for-Time—See your student handbook for details.  Daily, the assignments given to each class will be recorded. IF YOU ARE ABSENT, it is YOUR responsibility to see me about the work from the time you missed. You must schedule a time to make up work. You will have two days to make up work for every day missed.  

Learning Lab will also be provided before and after to school for any extra help you may need.

 EMERGENCY PROCEDURES:

1. Evacuation procedures—see instructions posted in the classroom. 

2. Please let me know on your information sheet if you have any medical condition that I need to know about (so that I  may help you in case of an emergency).

